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Vision
Netcare Education strives to be the education, training and development provider of choice for the healthcare industry.

Mission
Netcare Education believes in the constitutional assertion that people have the right to quality education and healthcare.

As such, our core objective is to ensure that our students will be intellectually capable and skilled healthcare providers 
who are able to proudly offer the best evidence-based practice and care to our patients. In doing so, they will be able to 
contribute to the strengthening of the South African economy, democracy and social fabric. 

We will achieve this by offering outstanding industry-relevant training, education and development solutions. 

We espouse the following principles: 
• Life-long learning, as a way of personal, professional and vocational improvement.
• Continuous research and implementation of evidence-based best-practice, in order to uplift our healthcare offering to 
  our communities, and educational services to our students. 
• Development of solid partnerships and collaboration with key public, private and regulatory stakeholders, in order to 
  exert a positive influence in the areas of quality policy design and service delivery. 
• Quality assurance in all our conduct, as a habit to obtain and retain the role of market leaders of healthcare education  
 and training.
• Accept and respect diversity amongst our people, upholding human dignity as a constitutional right and a philosophy that  
 underpins all learning activities within our institution. 
• The transformational role of education and training, in normalising the past inequities in education and employment  
 practices, within the healthcare sector by giving priority access to historically disadvantages South Africans. 

We will develop our curricula and conduct our programmes in such a way as to produce independent thinkers,  
researchers and healthcare providers who will excel in their chosen field, and will become the leaders of tomorrow’s 
healthcare industry.

By doing so, we strive to be recognised as the healthcare industry’s education, training and development provider  
of choice. 

The Netcare Education Division has as its key objective the training, 
education and development of Netcare Employees and Students.

This will form the basic enabler in the spirit of cooperation and shared 
responsibility between Netcare and its key stakeholders.

Through organised learning, employees and students will be able to 
improve job performance and individual growth opportunities.
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The Faculty of Nursing and Ancillary Healthcare, a division of Netcare 
Education (Pty) Ltd, is dedicated to developing the clinical knowledge 
and skills of nursing and healthcare-related professionals. 

INTRODUCTION

All programmes offered are driven by the vision to be the education, training and development provider 
of choice for the healthcare industry. Through collaboration, innovation and academic excellence in 
education our students will be intellectually capable and skilled healthcare providers, who are able to 
proudly offer the best evidence based practice and care to their patients. 

A holistic approach is taken, combining theory with work integrated learning in hospitals, so as to 
provide the best learning opportunities for developing knowledge, skills, attitudes and values, as 
well as enabling qualified healthcare professionals to remain up to date with the current practice. 

Our programmes will provide the practical acumen and relevant theory of nursing and healthcare 
in the chosen field of specialisation, thereby equipping individuals to operate with confidence 
as respected members of the healthcare team. Along with enormous intellectual and emotional 
growth, students will benefit from many more avenues of opportunity through which to realise 
their individual potential.
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Total registered students for all 

Netcare Education Nursing Programmes (1999-2018).

Programme 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Assistants/Pupil Enrolled 
Nurse 1st year 170 169 304 345 461 516 379 631 897

Pupil Enrolled Nurse 
2nd year 100 161 231 260 351 461 339 425 572

Bridging Course 
1st year 101 156 181 165 342 347 278 307 527

Bridging Course 
2nd year 29 99 158 107 158 342 118 340 336

Basic Nursing 
Programmes Total 400 585 874 877 1312 1666 1114 1703 2332

Programme 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Post-Basic Diploma
(1 year) 105 119 124 120 116 103 97 77 72

In-Service Certificate
(6 months) 77 83 75 80 104 150 181 420 618

Post-Basic Nursing 
Programmes Total 182 202 199 200 220 253 278 497 690

Assistant / Pupil 
Enrolled 1st year ;

10824

Pupil Enrolled 2nd 
year; 
9499

Bridging Course 
1st year ;

8839

Bridging Course 
2nd Year;

7503

Post Basic Diplomas (1 
Year) ; 2114

6 Month In-Service 
Certificates; 5168

TOTAL REGISTERED STUDENTS FOR ALL NURSING PROGRAMMES (1999-2018)
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Netcare Education’s commitment to contribute to reduce the critical 
nursing shortage in South Africa is evident from the actual numbers of 
students trained on basic and post-basic programmes. 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 Total

974 876 774 824 825 852 857 970 0 0 0 10824

753 918 762 621 657 669 706 759 749 5 0 9499

418 553 634 543 402 637 471 631 423 952 771 8839

367 497 546 423 428 462 489 527 379 669 1029 7503

2512 2844 2716 2411 2312 2620 2523 2887 1551 1626 1800 36665

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 Total

118 108 153 94 87 99 74 85 109 110 144 2114

344 383 350 417 321 341 377 162 152 246 287 5168

462 491 503 511 408 440 451 247 261 356 431 7282
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Programme Duration Entry Level Qualification NQF 
Level Credits

Higher Certificate in 
Nursing (Reg. 169)

(Registered with SANC)
1 year

National Senior Certificate that grants admission to 
a higher certificate programme at higher education 

level or an equivalent qualification
5 120

Diploma in Nursing
(Reg. 171)

(Registered with SANC)
3 years

National Senior Certificate that grants admission to 
a diploma programme at higher education level or 

an equivalent qualification
6 383

NEW NURSING QUALIFICATIONS

Netcare Education intends to offer the following new nursing qualifications set to commence in 2019/2020. 
Application for accreditation has been submitted to the legislative bodies and commencement dates will 
be confirmed on our website. 

Set in a dynamic private healthcare and education environment, a holistic educational approach is taken to 
enhance student centred learning; combining theory with work integrated learning in accredited hospitals 
and facilities. Integrated teaching and learning is provided in applied anatomy and physiology, applied 
pharmacology, mental health, maternal care, primary care, disease entities, nursing assessments, 
diagnosis and treatment of patients, with additional components covering research, administration, and 
teaching and applied nursing dynamics. 

In order to suit the individual needs of our students we aim to offer:

HIGHER CERTIFICATE IN NURSING AUXILLARY (R169)
This one (1) year nursing programme produces nurses who are able to apply knowledge and 
skills to the theoretical and practical aspects of basic nursing care for individuals and groups 
throughout the life span. Successful completion of this programme leads to registration with 
the South African Nursing Council as an Auxiliary Nurse. 

DIPLOMA IN NURSING (R171)
This three (3) year diploma programme in nursing produces nurses with a range of skills, 
knowledge and attitude that will enable them to make a meaningful and sustainable contributions 
to health services in a range of health service settings. These nurses use methodical,  
solution-based approaches to problem solving in the nursing of stable patients. Successful 
completion of this programme leads to registration with the South African Nursing Council as 
a General Nurse. 



POST-BASIC PROGRAMMES AND SHORT COURSES
As an Enrolled Nurse or Registered Nurse, you can develop your career by specialising in 
one or more post-basic fields of healthcare. Through our In-Service Certificate programmes, 
you will acquire minimum skills for safe practice in a speciality unit. The Advanced Diploma /  
Post-Basic diploma programmes are aimed at development of advanced intellectual and 
clinical competencies in your selected field of interest – qualifying you to work as a leader, 
consultant, educator and specialist practitioner in providing evidence-based care to patients, 
together with other team members within your scope of practice. 

A holistic approach is taken; combining theory with work integrated learning in accredited 
hospitals and facilities. Integrated training is provided in applied anatomy and physiology, 
disease entities, applied pharmacology, nursing diagnosis, and treatment of patients with 
additional components covering research, administration, and teaching and applied nursing 
dynamics. 

Among the many and varied disciplines on offer are:
• Child Nursing
• Neonatal Intensive Care Unit Nursing
• Maternity Nursing
• Paediatric Cardiothoracic Nursing
• Critical Care Nursing
• Trauma and Emergency Nursing
• Operating Room Skills
• Anaesthetic and Recovery Room Skills
• Infection Prevention and Control Nursing
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BASIC NURSING PROGRAMMES

Programme Duration Entry Level
Qualification Exit Level

Bridging Course
(Reg. 683)

(Registered with SANC)
24 months Enrolled Nurse Registered Nurse

The above legacy qualification is currently offered at all campuses and will be phased out after  
December 2019. Last intakes of first year students will be June 2019.

A holistic approach is taken; combining theory with work integrated learning in accredited 
hospitals and facilities to support the development of comprehensive nursing knowledge and 
skills and socialisation into the nursing profession and healthcare environment.

Some of the content covered, applicable to each programme is ethos and professional practice, 
anatomy, physiology, pharmacology, sociology and nursing management. 
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Programme Duration Entry Level 
Qualification

In-Service Certificate Programme in 
Child Nursing for Registered Nurses 6 months RN

In-Service Certificate Programme in 
Child Nursing for Enrolled Nurses 6 months EN

Programme Duration Entry Level 
Qualification

In-Service Certificate Programme in 
Neonatal Intensive Care Nursing Science 

for Registered Nurses
6 months RN

Play a key role in the care and recovery of paediatric patients by acquiring specialist knowledge in 
the common medical and surgical conditions in infants and children; plus the relevant treatment 
skills. Education content covers applied biological and natural sciences, including the growth 
and development of infants and children, nutrition and national guidelines applicable to situations 
where their health status is compromised; and child nursing skills, including knowledge of 
psycho-social and cultural development milestones, the effects of hospitalisation and principles 
of paediatric surgery.

NEONATAL INTENSIVE CARE UNIT NURSING

Enjoy the reward of aiding the treatment of high-risk and/or critically ill neonates by acquiring the 
specialist knowledge and skills required to care for full-term, pre-term and Small for Gestational 
Age infants. Education content covers embryology, birth changes, the structure and functions 
of the body systems in neonates, the common conditions treated in the Neonatal Intensive  
Care Unit, assessment and monitoring of patients; and specific life support techniques. 

Students also learn maternity/obstetric nursing skills and study ethical, psycho-social and 
medico-legal aspects of the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit.

The essential details of the programmes in these disciplines and broad-term learning 
outcomes are listed below. Note that intake dates for post-basic specialist programmes 
are as follows: 

One (1) Year Diploma Programmes:  January yearly
Six (6) Month In-Service Programmes:  January and June yearly

The intakes will be subject to capacity and the number of students registered for the 
programmes. The one year diploma will be phased out after 31 December 2019. Last intakes 
will be June 2019.

CHILD NURSING

BASIC NURSING PROGRAMMES
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MATERNITY NURSING

Programme Duration Entry Level
Qualification

In-Service Certificate Programme in 
Maternity Nursing for Registered Nurses 6 months RN

Programme Duration Entry Level
Qualification

In-Service Certificate Programme in 
Paediatric Cardiothoracic Nursing for 

Registered Nurses
6 months RN

In-Service Certificate Programme in 
Paediatric Cardiothoracic Nursing for 

Enrolled Nurses
6 months EN

Contribute to the magical moments of childbirth by acquiring the specialist knowledge and skills required 
to care for maternity patients. Education content covers the female reproductive system (including the 
menstrual cycle and fertilisation), physiological changes during pregnancy, the physiology of labour and 
delivery, foetal circulation and the changes that occur at birth, normal pregnancy, internal examinations 
and induction of labour, delivery, management and care of the new-born, care of the placenta, Caesarean 
section, instrument deliveries and delivery complications, examination of the new-born, breastfeeding 
and/or supplementary and formula feeding, as well as post-natal care of mother and child.

Students also study the ethical, psycho-social and medico-legal aspects of obstetrics, and family planning 
(including contraception techniques, termination of pregnancy and HIV-related aspects of care).

PAEDIATRIC CARDIOTHORACIC NURSING

Take your place as a member of the paediatric cardio-thoracic team by acquiring the super 
specialist knowledge and skills required for the appropriate care of patients in this environment. 
Education content covers the growth and development of infants and children, nutrition, 
common paediatric cardiothoracic conditions and related surgical techniques, assessment 
and monitoring of paediatric cardio-thoracic patients, and child nursing skills. The latter 
includes knowledge of the psycho-social and cultural developmental milestones in infants 
and children, as well as the effect of hospitalisation and surgery.

Students also study the ethical, psycho-social and medico-legal aspects of paediatric 
cardio-thoracic medicine. 
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Earn a respected position in the critical care environment by acquiring the specialist knowledge and 
skills required for the appropriate care of critically ill patients in the critical care environment.

Education content covers cardiology and cardio-thoracic surgery, pulmonology, neurology and neuro-
surgery, nephrology, gastro-intestinal medicine, general surgery, endocrine and metabolic systems, 
immune and haematology systems, as well as burns, trauma and infectious conditions. 

Students also acquire the skills required for comprehensive patient assessment and continuous 
monitoring of critically ill patients. 

Programme Duration Entry Level 
Qualification NQF Level Credits

Advanced Diploma in 
Critical Care Nursing* 1 year RN 7 143

In-Service Certificate Programme 
in Elementary Critical Care Nursing 

Science for Registered Nurses
6 months RN - -

In-Service Certificate in Elementary 
Critical Care Nursing Science for 

Enrolled Nurses
6 months EN - -

CRITICAL CARE NURSING
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TRAUMA AND EMERGENCY NURSING

Play an integral role in the trauma and emergency room environment by acquiring the specialist 
knowledge and skills required for the appropriate care of patients in trauma and emergency situations. 

Education content covers the mechanisms of injury, including triage, trauma management, pulmonary, 
cardiovascular and neurological emergencies, shock; maxilla-facial injuries, spinal injuries, musculo-
skeletal and integumentary emergencies, gastro-intestinal and genito-urinary emergencies, 
environmental, obstetric, paediatric and endocrine emergencies, sexually assaulted patients, forensic 
nursing, poisons, drugs of abuse in elderly, bariatric nursing, and psychiatric emergencies. 

OPERATING ROOM SKILLS

Become a member of the operating room team by acquiring the specialist knowledge and skills 
required for the appropriate care of patients undergoing surgery. Education content covers surgical 
anatomy of all regions of the body, peri-operative nursing, and surgery associated with all specialities, 
as well as anaesthetic and recovery room nursing. Students also study the legal and ethical issues 
that arise in the operating room. 

*The above advanced diplomas (legacy programmes) is currently offered at the Johannesburg, 
Pretoria and Durban campuses and will be phased out after December 2019. For more information, 
contact the specific campus.

Programme Duration Entry Level 
Qualification NQF Level Credits

Advanced Diploma / Post-Basic in 
Trauma and Emergency 

Nursing Science*
1 year RN 7 143

In-Service Certificate Programme in 
Elementary Trauma and Emergency 

Nursing for Registered Nurses
6 months RN - -

In-Service Certificate in Elementary 
Trauma and Emergency Nursing for 

Enrolled Nurses
6 months EN - -

Programme Duration Entry Level 
Qualification NQF Level Credits

Advanced Diploma/Post-Basic 
in Preoperative Operating Room 

Nursing Science*
1 year RN 7 143

In-Service Certificate Programme 
in Operating Room Skills for 

Registered Nurses
6 months RN - -

In-Service Certificate in Operating 
Room Skills for Enrolled Nurses 6 months EN - -
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ANAESTHETIC AND RECOVERY ROOM SKILLS

Programme Duration Entry Level
Qualification

In-Service Certificate Programme in 
Anaesthetic and Recovery Room Skills 

for Registered Nurses
6 months RN

In-Service Certificate Programme in 
Anaesthetic and Recovery Room Skills 

for Enrolled Nurses
6 months EN

Programme Duration Entry Level
Qualification

In-Service Certificate Programme in 
Infection Prevention and Control for 

Registered Nurses
6 months RN

Basic Principles of Infection Prevention and 
Control for Registered Nurses 3 days RN

Basic Principles of Infection Prevention and 
Control for Enrolled Nurses 3 days EN

Play a key role in optimising the anaesthesia and recovery of patients undergoing surgery by acquiring 
the specialist knowledge and skills required for the appropriate care of patients in this environment. 
Education content covers anatomy and physiology of all body systems; assessment and diagnostic 
evaluation of pre-operative and post-operative patients, management and maintenance of physiological 
homeostasis, caring for the anaesthetised patients (which includes understanding of anaesthesia, 
from pre-medication through in-theatre anaesthesia to post-anaesthesia in the recovery room),  
risk management of anaesthetised patients in terms of cardiovascular, respiratory, nervous and  
musculo-skeletal systems, as well as endocrine, metabolic and immune system disorders. 

Students also study general recovery room nursing, the diverse anaesthetic specialities and potential 
anaesthetic emergencies. 

INFECTION PREVENTION AND CONTROL NURSING

*Client specific solutions can also be developed. 

Add value to the critical area of infection prevention within the hospital environment by 
acquiring specialist knowledge regarding hospital hygiene, infections, the infection process, 
epidemiology, microbiology and anti-infective agents, as well as the requisite skills and 
techniques to prevent infection, isolate patients, investigate outbreaks of infection, and 
maintain stringent infection control in specialised units. 
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Here is what some of our post-basic graduates, their 
programme facilitators and unit managers have to day 
about our programmes
“My highlight of the programme were to work in the pre-hospital environment alongside paramedics 
and aero-medical staff while still enjoying the diversity and theoretical expertise provided by your 
faculty. This motivated me to become Trauma Clinical Facilitator so that I could assist and share my 
knowledge and expertise. I still love every minute of it and having fun.”

Trauma and Emergency Nursing Science Diploma Graduate

“The programmes in operating room nursing skills equip the graduates to work with greater confidence 
in theatre. The additional knowledge make them more efficient and ensures that they contribute more 
meaningfully.”

Programme Facilitator

“I don’t know how I managed my unit before I did the programme. I can’t imagine how I thought I 
could do my job properly without this knowledge.”

Certificate Programme in Infection Prevention and Control Nursing

“The graduate who completes this programme in Trauma and Emergency Nursing and/or Elementary 
Accident and Emergency Nursing are fat better equipped to contribute to the day-to-day functional 
needs of the trauma department.”

Unit Manager



GENERAL INFORMATION

Accreditation and Registration

Netcare Education campuses are registered and fully accredited with the South African Nursing 
Council for all formal nursing programmes as follows:

Campus SANC Registration 
Number

Gauteng South West Campus (GSW) S1407

Gauteng North East Campus (GNE) S1588

KwaZulu-Natal Campus (KZN) S177

Western Cape Campus (WC) S1587

Eastern Cape Campus (EC) S172

18 Netcare Education Brochure

Netcare Education Pty (Ltd) has obtained registration, Certificate number: 2014/HE07/010 with 
the Department of Higher Education and Training as a Private Higher Education Institution for 
the following programmes, which are regulated by the Council of Higher Education and the 
South African Nursing Council:

Approved Programmes:
• Higher Certificate in Nursing (HEQSF Aligned, NQF Level 5, 120-Credits: 
 Contact Mode) [A, B, D, E, F]
• Diploma in Nursing (HEQSF Aligned, NQF Level 6, 360-Credits: 
 Contact Mode) [A, B, D, E, F]
• Advanced Diploma in Critical Care Nursing (HEQSF Aligned, NQF Level 7, 120-Credits:  
 Contact Mode) [A, B]
• Advanced Diploma in Trauma and Emergency Nursing (HEQSF Aligned, NQF Level 7,  
 120-Credits: Contact Mode) [A, B]
• Advanced Diploma in Preoperative Operating Room and Surgical Nursing (HEQSF Aligned,  
 NQF Level 7, 120-Credits: Contact Mode) [A, B]

The following physical addresses have been approved in terms of Regulation 16.5. Read in 
conjunction with Regulation 25 (1), as sites of delivery for these registered programmes:
• Johannesburg:  2 Bunting Road, Auckland Park, 2091
• Durban:  95 Umhlanga Rocks Drive, 4051
• Pretoria:  Building D, Crystal Park, 145 Gerhard Street/249 Basden Road,  
  Lyttleton, 0141
• Port Elizabeth: 1st Floor Pamela Arcade, Corner Second Avenue and Newton Road,  
  Newton Park, Port Elizabeth, 6055
• Bellville:  Sunbel Building, 4th Floor, 2 Old Paarl Road, Bellville, 7350
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National Qualifications Framework Alignment
Selected learning programmes as indicated in this document are National Qualifications Framework 
aligned and, as such, reflect the respective National Qualifications Framework level, number of credits, 
outcomes and assessment criteria. This ensures that the credits earned by the successful candidates 
could count towards national South African Qualifications Authority registered qualifications and might be 
considered for Recognition of Prior Learning, thus opening up avenues for further learning. 

Recognition of Prior Learning
A Recognition of Prior Learning process is available which will grant access to the qualification, or 
advanced standing/exemption from modules in the qualification to access and recognise prior learning 
knowledge and skills gained through formal, informal, non-formal or work integrated learning. 

Language of Instruction
All training programmes offered are in English, such that participants are required to have English 
language competence at National Qualifications Framework level 4, minimum.

Fees
Contact the campus nearest to you or visits our website and follow the education link for updated 
information.

Programme Dates and Training Venues
Note that not all post-basic and other specialist programmes are offered at every campus. 
Contact the campus nearest to you for current intake dates. 

Kindly note 
Although the information in this brochure has been compiled with the utmost care and accuracy, Netcare 
Education accepts no responsibility whatsoever for errors or omissions that may occur. Before anyone 
finally decides on the selection of a programme, they must consult the relevant campus for the most 
updated information. The information in this document is subject to changes without prior notification.
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CONTACT DETAILS

For further information, or a detailed prospectus, contact your nearest campus:

  TELEPHONE: PHYSICAL ADDRESS:

Sandton (Head Office) (011) 301 0000 76 Maude Street, Sandown, Sandton

Johannesburg (GSW) (011) 628 7600 2 Bunting Road, Auckland Park

Pretoria (GNE) (012) 644 1175 Building D, Crystal Park, 
   249 Basden Road, Lyttleton, Centurion

KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) (031) 581 8200 95 Umhlanga Rocks Drive, Durban North

Western Cape (WC) (021) 949 5271 4th Floor, Sunbel Building, 
   2 Old Paarl Road, Bellville

Eastern Cape (EC) (041) 363 2138 Second Avenue, Pamela Arcade, 
   Newton Park, Port Elizabeth

www.netcare.co.za
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